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Health professionals, substance abuse counsellors, psychologists, handwriting analysts and experts

on physical evidence should be interested in this book that teaches readers about the typical

techniques attorneys use to challenge experts' credibility and the basis of their opinions. Pointers on

preparation and effective narrative style are included, backed by findings from the emerging

literature on the assessment of expert testimony.
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I have just finished reading Stanley Brodsky's Coping With Cross Examination. I absorbed it like a

sponge. Although most of the book is devoted to testimony by mental health experts in criminal

court, there is much in the book that is very relevant in other contexts. I have rarely been asked or

required to testify in criminal cases, but I have provided expert medical testimony at hundreds of

Social Security disability appeals hearings, complete with judge and lawyer. In that role there is

often conflicting evidence and the expert must integrate all of the relevant evidence, and most

importantly be prepared, professional, impartial, and provide relevant understandable testimony. Dr

Brodsky's book clearly speaks to those points. The book is full of good examples, good humor, and

good reasoning. It is the kind of book that I am likely to consult again to help me in my work. I highly

recommend this book to any mental health professional who may be asked to provide sworn

testimony. I also recommend it to those who may not testify but who may be retained by lawyers for

evaluations or consultations. Dr. Brodsky's ethics are superb. This book is a very practical and

helpful guide to working with lawyers and judges.



This is the third installment. In plain language, the author tackles many difficult cross-examination

issues. The author uses easy to understand examples to illustrate complex litigation processes and

skills that the expert witness must master before taking the stand. As a lawyer, I highly recommend

this book to anyone interested in expert testimony. I give this book my highest rating. Also, check

out the other two books on expert testimony by the author.

I highly recommend his first book "Testifying in Court, Guidelines and Maxims for the Expert

Witness." The later books are a bit self-indulgent, with tangential stories relating to psychology or life

that have little practical value. Still, there are a fair number of nuggets. The problem is, many of the

gems from the first book are not included, and so the treatment of cross-ex in this book is not

comprehensive. Try his first book first (It's all about cross-examination too, even though the title is

more general), then see what you think.

This is one of a handful of books that any expert called on to testify should own. It is a well written,

practical volume that will help professionals present testimony that is credible, compelling and

ethical.
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